Galen H. Brown

The House In The Middle

For Piano, Tape, and Video



Performance Instructions

Ideally, this piece should be performed with the accompanying video, but when no video projection is
available, it is acceptable to play it only with the tape part. Amplification for the piano is ideal, since it will
make balancing the piano and audio easier, but it isn't necessary if impractical or inconvenient. The audo
playback should be set at a level where the words are mostly understandable, but not overpowering -- the tape
should be an accompaniment to the piano, rather than vice versa. The performer may find that using an in-
ear monitor with a click makes it easier to achieve the correct synchronization. While in most cases, the audio
hasn't be manipulated to create precise rhythms, usually certain syllables in each line have been aligned with a
specific beat or note.

Capturing the opening chord with the sostenuto pedal is essential, and if a slight delay of the following eighth
note is necessary, that is fine. If it is necessary to perform the piece on a piano with no sostenuto pedal, the
performer is encouraged to use the regular sustain pedal more liberally to try to achieve something like the
intended effect. Toward the end of the piece, some pedalling is marked specifically where it is necessary, but a
gradual introduction of increasing ad libitum pedalling is encouraged, starting perhaps halfway through.

Dynamics are, similarly, marked sparingly. The performer is encouraged to make his or her own interpretive
decisions.



for Nada Kolundzija

The House In The Middle

SOST»- Q@b Keep depressed for the duration of the piece.

Galen H. Brown
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